CT scans in Menkes disease.
The clinical courses and serial computerized tomography (CT) scans of four patients with Menkes disease are described. Although the initial clinical presentations were similar, head growth and serial CT scans showed striking individual differences. The CT scans varied from showing no abnormalities early in the disease to showing diffuse cortical atrophy, subdural accumulation of fluid, or multifocal areas of ischemic infarction. The pathologic findings in one patient showed only cerebral and cerebellar atrophy, whereas the findings in another patient showed areas of ischemic infarction, probably secondary to abnormal vessels. Menkes disease should be suspected in male infants with psychomotor deterioration and seizures, or when trauma is suspected from subdural hematoma and multiple fractures.